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TRIBUTE TO DAVID A. LATHERS

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 1997

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize David A. Lathers, a dedicated teacher,
principal, and community activist on the occa-
sion of his retirement after 45 years of service
to the Utica community schools. Since the fall
of 1973, and the opening of Henry Ford II
High School in Sterling Heights, David Lathers
has served as principal.

During his 24 year stewardship of Henry
Ford II High School, David Lathers has been
an advocate of strong professional standards
and high student expectations. His efforts and
encouragement have resulted in a number of
academic success stories and innovative pilot
programs at Ford II. The Far Eastern Institute,
a Japanese language, history, and culture
course was developed, piloted and resulted in
a sister school program with Japan. The first
commercial food program and commercial art
programs in the district were developed at
Ford II. In 1985, Henry Ford II High School
was awarded the State Exemplary School
Award, the first school in Macomb County to
receive this award. And more recently, in
1996, the Ford II marching band was selected
to perform in the Rose Bowl Parade.

His commitment to the community has been
equally impressive. David Lathers was instru-
mental in organizing a Kiwanis Club in Sterling
Heights, establishing KEY Clubs at Ford II and
Eisenhower High Schools and serving as a
board member and vice-president of the West
Macomb Y.M.C.A.

In 1993, colleagues from the Michigan As-
sociation of Secondary School Principals rec-
ognized David’s tremendous contributions by
naming him the outstanding principal of the
year.

And so, Mr. Speaker, while we reflect on the
passing of an era for Henry Ford II High, we
commend David Lathers for his lifetime com-
mitment to the community, school district, and
thousands of students upon whose lives he
has made an impact. I extend my sincerest
wishes for a healthful, rewarding, and produc-
tive retirement.
f

THE PTA: A CENTURY OF SERVICE
TO OUR CHILDREN

HON. BOB FILNER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 1997

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I
rise today to recognize one of the most time-
honored and revered organizations in our Na-
tion today. February 17, 1997 will mark the
100th birthday of the Parents and Teachers
Association, known more widely as the PTA.

Formed on February 17, 1897, PTA was ini-
tially known as the National Congress of Moth-
ers. Credit for the initial concept of this world-
renowned organization has been ascribed to
Alice McLellan Birney, a mother of three chil-
dren whose husband practiced law in Wash-
ington, DC. Joining Ms. Birney in this historic
undertaking was Phoebe Apperson Hearst,
widow of the late U.S. Senator George Hearst.

Ms. Hearst always reminded her audiences
that ‘‘there could be no lasting improvement in
human welfare other than through education.’’

Another name synonymous with the early
formation of the PTA is that of Selena Sloan
Butler. Ms. Butler founded the National Con-
gress of Colored Parents and Teachers in At-
lanta, GA, in 1926. The National Congress of
Colored Parents and Teachers merged with
the National Congress of Parents and Teach-
ers in 1970 and formed what is now our
present day PTA. The enormous contribution
of Ms. Butler is equally notable this month as
we also celebrate Black History Month across
our Nation. Mr. Speaker, today we honor an
organization that supports and speaks on be-
half of our children.

PTA assists parents in developing the skills
they need to raise and protect our children. It
encourages parent and public involvement in
the public schools of this Nation.

On February 17, 1997, PTA chapters across
this land will celebrate Founders Day, which
honors the legacy of PTA.

I therefore ask my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle, to rise and salute the PTA, the
leading child advocacy organization in our Na-
tion.
f

COMMENDING THOSE WHO
VOLUNTEERED FOR MASSNET DAY

HON. JOSEPH P. KENNEDY II
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 1997

Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to commend the 4,000
volunteers (including labor union members
and trademen) and over 100 businesses who
donated their time and energy to wire the
schools in my district and across Massachu-
setts to the internet.

On October 26, 1996 the first in a series of
MassNet Days was held. I am proud to say
that it was an enormous success involving
over 400 schools in Massachusetts.

MassNetworks was initiated because, de-
spite a wealth of high-tech companies, Massa-
chusetts ranked 49th among the 50 states in
networked classrooms and 45th in modem
lines installed.

MassNetworks has a component of which I
am especially proud. Teacher training and de-
velopment has been recognized as being as
important as the wiring or hardware. Educating
teachers, improving their skills, and showing
them how to utilize the internet as part of the
curriculum is vital to the success of putting all
of our schools on the information highway.

Imagine a history class in Watertown that is
able to take a tour of the battlefields of the
Civil War, or a science class in Boston seeing
photographs of Jupiter. This can help make
learning come alive.

The future of our country rests on the shoul-
ders of our youth. If they are well educated
and able to continue to learn throughout their
lives, then the United States will continue to
be the world leader.

Again, I want to thank all the people in Mas-
sachusetts who donated time, energy, and
materials to make our schools a better place
for our kids.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to thank the
gentlelady from Texas for organizing this spe-

cial order and for all her hard work on behalf
of the children of our Nation.
f

HONORING DAVID A. FORD

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 1997

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I speak today of
David Ford, a man I am happy to call a friend
and a confidant—a man I am proud to know.
He has served his community faithfully and
well and it is with no little sorrow that I note
his retirement as leader of the Democratic
Party of Mount Vernon.

When he came to Mount Vernon the Demo-
cratic Party was virtually nonexistent. He is
leaving us with a vibrant and dominant party
that has elected the first African-American
mayor of a New York State city and the first
African-American assemblyman from West-
chester County. I went to Mount Vernon in
1992 when it was made part of my congres-
sional district and I have never been sorry. It
is rare to find someone who can be such a
good friend and still give such wonderful ad-
vice.

David is married to the former Eula Gadson
and they have four children and four grand-
children. For the past two decades he has
served as commissioner of Mount Vernon’s
board of water supply, a position which does
not begin to tell the breadth of his involvement
in his city and community. Among his honors
are being named YMCA Man of the Year and
a life member of the Mount Vernon NAACP.
His abilities have attracted people from
throughout Westchester County and the State
seeking his guidance and counsel.

David has made not only his city better but
the time we live in. His wisdom and leadership
have made us better than we would have
been. Even with his retirement as leader of
the Democratic Party, I look forward to sharing
in that wisdom of many years to come.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF FRELINGHUY-
SEN TOWNSHIP ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 5, 1997

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Frelinghuysen Township Elementary
School in Warren County, NJ, for its innova-
tive and creative techniques of teaching young
people about our Nation’s history and culture.

On January 25, students at Frelinghuysen
Elementary staged an inaugural ball with the
theme ‘‘Presidents Past and Present.’’ This
formal evening of music, dance, and food in-
cluded fifth- and sixth-grade students dressed
as each of our 42 Presidents and their wives.
The students presented mini-museums and
speeches depicting the lives of the Presidents
they portrayed. Period-appropriate dance
music ranged from the Minuet for Presidents
Washington and Jefferson to the Macarena for
President Clinton. Approximately 250 parents,
teachers, veterans, students, and VIP’s at-
tended.
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